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Edmond M Reeves joined NASA in 1992 and was chief of the astrophysics payloads branch on space 
shuttle efforts and also chief scientist for NASA's space station unit. From 1993 until his retirement in 
1998, he was deputy director and later director of the Flight Systems Office, where he was responsible for 
planning and coordinating science operations for missions including Spacelab, commercial space 
programs and U.S. experiments performed on the Russian Mir space station.  
Ed was born in London, Ontario, Canada, on 14 January 1934. During his undergraduate and graduate 
years at the University of Western Ontario [UWO], he was in the Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve) as a 
Cadet (1952-1956), then as Instructing Officer, HMCS Prevost (1956-1959), and Lieutenant, Royal 
Canadian Navy (Reserve) retired. He received a Ph.D. in 1959 from the UWO, specializing in atomic and 
molecular physics. After two years of postdoctoral research in ultraviolet atomic spectroscopy at the 
Department of Physics, Imperial College, London, England, Ed joined the HCO Solar Satellite project, 
working with Leo Goldberg, Director of HCO, and pioneer in solar spectroscopy. 
In 1968, Ed was appointed Senior Research Associate at Harvard College Observatory, and in 1973 he 
received a joint appointment as Physicist at the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory [SAO] when the 
CfA was initiated under George Field. During his seventeen years at the Observatory, Ed led a large and 
vibrant group of engineers and scientists in the Solar Satellite Project, developing a series of space 
missions to explore the extreme ultraviolet emission from the Sun. 
In 1978, Ed joined the High Altitude Observatory in Boulder, Colorado, where he was Head of 
Administration and Support before moving to NASA Headquarters in 1982. There he became Director of 
the Flight Systems Office in the Office of Life and Microgravity Sciences and Applications, with 
responsibility for integrated planning and science operations for research using the Spacelab, Spacehab, 
and Mir missions. He led the activities for the research requirements and planning for the International 
Space Station and served as the Space Station Senior Scientist, the Executive Secretary of the Space 
Station Utilization Advisory Subcommittee, and the Executive Secretary of the Space Station Utilization 
Board at NASA Headquarters He also served as NASA's representative to the international Users 
Operations Panel, which coordinates the utilization planning for the Station across the international 
partners. Ed retired from NASA in 1998. 
He died Aug. 8/08 of cancer at Virginia Hospital Center. He lived in Arlington County.  

 


