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AUBREY'S ODYSSEY

LCOR. AUBREY MILLARD, RCNR RETD., IS SHOWN HERE ASA UNTD CADETMCMASTER UNIVERSITY 1956-60 AND AS
HE APPEARS TODAY IN THE SALON OF HIS 32 FOOT SAILBOAT VELEDA IV. WHILE CRUSING THE ATLANTIC AND
MEDITERRANEAN SEA HE HAS BEEN WRITING HIS JOURNAL ON HIS LAPTOP COMPUTER, COPIES OF HIS LOGS GO

1O FAMILY. FRIENDS, SAILING CLUBS AND MAGAZINES VIA THE INTERNET.  Pnotos coutsy Adteey Mg & MW




COVER STORY
AUBREY'S ODYSSEY

After an incredible three and a half-year odyssey in a
32-foot sailboat, LCDR Aubrey and his wife, Dr.
Judy Millard (dentistry), recently took a breather in
Toronto to visit their family and friends. Aubrey is a
member of our UNTD Association. The couple have
been showing slides of their adventures at NOAC
luncheons and various Yacht Clubs.

Aubrey joined the RCAF Auxiliary at Mount Hope in
1955. He antended McMaster University (1956-60)
and joined the UNTD at HMCS Star. When he
moved to Toronto to complete his MA at the
University of Toronto, he joined HMCS York in
1961 and served continuously in the Naval Reserve
until his retirement in 1993, He has an RCN WK and
is fully qualified as & Naval Control of Shipping
Officer, Convoy Commodore Staff and Diving
Officer. In addition to his carcer in teaching, he has
been an active sailing enthusiast from his early
UNTD days and as the Commodore of the Toronto
squadron of the RCNSA. He completed his skipper's
certificate for keelboats at the British Keil Yacht
Club at Keil in the former West Germany. His wife

Judy has sailed since her teens and as a member of

the Canadian Power and Sail Squadron has excelled
in all her courses including Celestial and Astro
Navigation,

They departed from the Toronto Hydroplane and Sail
Club in Ashbridges Bay on July 3, 1998 in their 1978
Ontario 32, named Veleda 1V, They have been
sailing and living on board the vessel ever since,
Their wanderings have included: the Great Lakes,
Mississippi River, Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway,
Gulf of Mexico, Florida Keys, Bahamas, Atlantic
Ocean, Azores, English Channel, London, Dutch &
Danish Canal Systems, Norway, North Sea, Scotland,
the Western Isles, Wales, Channel [sles, French
Canal System to the Mediterranean, Barcelona,
Balearic Islands (Majorca, Minorca), Tunisia, Malta,
Sicily, the Adriatic, Greek Islands and finally,
lurkey. As harrowing as this odyssey may appear,
they only encountered serious weather conditions in
the North Sea and the Mediterrancan where a force 8
gale carried away their forestay and they limped into
Andratx, Mallorca under a jury rig.

They will rejoin their boat in March and continue
sailing the Turkish coast and eastern Mediterranean
10 Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Egypt and Cyprus this year.
If any members are interested in following their
travels, their logs may be read on '

or c-mail them at > | '

G. Hutton / A. Millard
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Aubrey & Judy Millard leave their mark on the jetty
at Horta in the Azores. The painted logo includes a
trillium for their boat Veleda IV, an Ontario 32

The Millards ® boat at anchor in clear azure water in
a sandy cove on the Istand of Majorca off the south-
east coast of Spain

Fharos by Millard



THE HALIFAX BICENTENNIAL

In the March issue of this UNTD newsletter, Alistair
MacKenzie asked if anyooe could produce some
photos of the Halifax Bicentennial. So far none have
been forthcoming but we do have a report on that
event by Will Ogden in his naval memoirs entithed,
The Book That Almost Coulda’t Be.

“In the sammer of 1949 our Toronto group armved in
Stad on Saturday, 22 May. We had a new status as
officer cadets, mew uniforms, our own separate
quarters and a mew gunroom, A few locky cadets
were sent on the first cruise of the summer in HMCS
Magnificent. It worked out badly however, when, on
Jume 4%, “Maggie™ ran aground on an uncharted rock.
This messed up all the plans for cadet sca-time.

Our training ashore was far from smooth either. We
started o Navigation | course, but were taken from it
regularly in the first few weeks, for marching drills.
More exercise we DIDN'T need afler pulling 2
whaler to Dartmouth and back every moming before
breakfast. However, for leaming power-of-command,
drills WERE effective as we each took tums being in
charge of our own platoon, We soon leamed how to
bark out a command. right up from your
diaphragm. .. while figuring out where the next order
would take you, This advice comes from somebody
who feared the sound of his own voice in high
school.

There was a more practical reason for our imensive
drilling by CPO Fred Steiner. It was Public Relations,
the Bicentennial Year for Halifax. The City pulied
out all the stops. Not only did it pave over the old
trolley tracks (converting to buses), it also mounted
ooc huge parade on June 21. Some Amecrican and
British ships made visits 10 coincide with the event.
Together we managed (o put on quite a show

With many floats and 15 bands, the parade took over
an hour 1o pass one point. UNTD Cadets from all
over eastern Canada led the parade wearing beand
new hattle dress uniforms, with rifles, white belts and
gaiters, The Royal Marines from HMS Glasgow
were bestineshow, but the UNTD were good
ruaners-up. To be fair though, we could not have
done it without the constant chiding of Chief Steiner
10 stop behaving “like miserable sausages, Skes!™

Onrr Nav. 11 course was extended 10 make up for these
imterruptions, but in my case it didn’t help. | came
down with Measles on | July and spent the next tea
days in RCNH.

Will Ogden,

Box 39, Milford, ON.
KOK 2P0 (613)476-8791
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HAIDA LEAVES TOWN

ORMER UNTDs and thewr sweetheans

the Annual Reunson Dinner in the clegant

dining room of the Royal Canadian Military Institute
on Saturday, November 17, 2001, The excellent roast
beef dinner and wine were served with efficient white
glove service. Although the venue and food were
excellent, the real atraction for the evening was the

subject of the guest speaker, -“The Movement of
HMCS Halda to Hamilton™.

Although the Honourable Sheila Copps, Minister of
Canadian Heritage, was touted x the possible
speaker for the evening, it was in fact, Dr. Paul
Couture, Special Projects Manager with Parks
Canada who did the honors. As Manager of the Haida
Project, Dr. Couture was by far the best choice of
speaker. Not only was he extremely knowledgeable
and comfortable with his subject, but also relaxed and
engaging in his delivery. “Bravo Zulu” to our dinner
chairman, Bob Willson, for making the arrangements
10 have Paul Couture and bis wife on board,

Bom and raised in Hamilton, Dr. Couture gradusted
with a history degree from Waterloo University. He
earmed his MA ot the U. of T. and his PhD at Yock
University under the eminent Canadian Historian,
Jack Granatstein. Couture taught history for five
years at the University of Western Ontario and acted
2s a consultant in the development in the Canadian
Museum of Civilization. He joined Parks Canada in
1988 and has held his present managerial position
since 1997,

Dr, Couture began his talk by explaining how the role
of Parks Canada is undergoing a “sea change”, His
agency is developing a series of “Interpretation
Ceaters”™ in urban communities throughout Canada
to provide a higher profile for the agency with the
Canadian public. Most of Parks Canada holdings,
which together equal the size of ltaly, are in remote
parts of Canada where it is difficult 10 expose the
majority of Canadians to Parks Canada’s mandate of
promoting Canadisn history. One of these new
marine and environmental inerpretation centers is
slated for location on a prime piece of waterfront
property in Hamilton known & Pier § or Centennial
Dock. This site wedged between HMCS Star and o
large marina complex 10 the west, will soon be
conpected to the recently developed parkland and
Waterfront Heritage Trail along the shore of the
western harbour, The Cemtennial Dock marks the
westorn limit of the commercial / mdustrial harbour
and has a breath-taking, view of the entire bay.

Parks Canada became involved with HMCS Haida
when the Province of Ontario and the City of
Toronto, also experiencing a “sea change™, decided to



divest themselves of the ship that occupied a large
piece of valuable waterfront real estate at Ontario
Place. Ostensibly, the desire to move HMCS Halda
from her 30 year home came about as pant of
Toronto's Olympic Games plan, (Ediror s note: Since
the Olympics are no longer a factor, It must be
assumed that the Waterfront Development Task
Force, with a grand vision of the commercial
potential of the Omtario Place waterfront, have
greater things in mind than o rusting old destroyer.
Undoubtedly, there are many business people, with
no imterest in Canadian heritage, that see Haida as a
hole in the water imto which money is thrown.)

Dr. Couture told the diners that Parks Canada,
already over tasked and under funded, was not
looking for more financial obligations like Halda.
However, since the ship was designated a National
Historic Site in 1984, the Heritage Minister directed
Parks Canada to include Halda in their plans for the
Hamilton Marine Interpretation Centre. In the
meantime, the Heritage Minister began negotiations
with the Provincial government to transfer ownership
of Haida 1o the federal government and find funds 1o
move and restore her.

It was ot this point that Hamilton’s naval reserve
division, HMCS Star, came into the picture,
Although the new marine museum was to occupy the
spacious Centennial Dock, it did not include
ownership of the water nghts, which continue 1o be
beld by the Hamilton Harbour Commission,
However, the federnl government does own the water
rights, in the name of the Department of National
Defense, 10 the property adjacent to the Centennial
Dock. (Editoe's note: The stome frigate. HMCS Star,
Jormerly the home of the Great Lakes Traiming
Centre, 1its on one of the largest protected seawalls
in Maritime Command [n 1959, during the Royal
Visit 1o Canada, HMY Britannia tied up at Star, A
few months later, five destroyer-escorts: HMC Ships
Gatinean, Kootenay, St Crolx, Restigouche amid
Terra Nova, along with the frigates; Cap de la
Madeleine, Luzom and Buckimgham, nested ar
Hamilton's ' naval division.  In 1963, HMCS Halda,
Sioux and Nootha came alongvide Star for a visit
during the 40" Anniversary of the Naval Reserve.)

Dr. Couture seemed guite cerain that everything was
going to come together, He felt that negotiations
would be concluded before the end of the year and
that Haida would be in Hamilton by the summer of
2001,

One month after the UNTD Dine Your Sweethearts, a
press conference was held a HMCS Star, and
Heritage Minister, the Honourable Sheila Copps
announced that the federal government would
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commit $5.000,000.00 to move and refit HMCS
Haida,

The project involves digging a channel 16 meters
wide and six meters deop to free the ship from its
enclosed mosat at Ontario Place. Tenders will be put
out to repair the ship's hull. Because of its riveted
construction, the hull plates overlap, allowing
moisture to enter. This moisture expands and
contracts in our climate causing ongoing problems.
However, it is preferred to replicate original building
methods on  hisoric  structures where  feasible.
Financial considerations and availability of skilled
labour will be factors in this decision. It makes sense
that this should be done in the Steel City to keep the
cost of movement and repairs to a minimum, Haida
can be transported to Hamilton by Heddle Marine of
Hamilton who has a floating dry dock large enough
10 sccommeodate a destroyer. The estimated final cost
t0 move, repair and re-berth the ship is seven million
dollars or double her original construction cost in
1943,

Sheila Copps’ announcement was received with a
gasp of relief and loud applause from an audience of
over 150 people including several former Haida
crewmen and many members of the “Frieads of
HMCS Haida". John Bymne, president of “the
Friends ” said, “In Tight of the federal commitment, it
is not unrealistic for our organization to try and raise
another § 2 million™ o cover supplementary or
CXIgency expenses,

Among the platform guests at the press conference
was James DeWolf, son of the late Admiral Harry G,
DeWolf, CBE, DSO, DSC, CD, RCN, the first
commanding officer of HMCS Haida. It was “Hard-
over Harry™ that made the ship a floating legend,
James, bearing a striking resemblance to his father,
was very pleased at the commitment of the federal
government (o preserve the honour of the ship and
the men who served in her.

It will be difficult for the people of Toronto, who
rallied 1o preserve HMCS Haida originally, and
labowred to make her a prized mainstay of the
Toranto waterfront for s0 many years, to sec her pow
moved away. They may take solace in the fact that by
moving to HMCS Star, she is returning 1o her naval
roots and a city that produced much of the steel tha
butlt the 400 ships of Canada’s World War Il navy.
As sailors we can appreciate that a “sea change” is
inevitable. Now with federal funding, the ship's
future is more secure, As part of a state-of-the-an
Marine Heritage Discovery Centre her place in our
heritage is assured and as a pant of Parks Canada she
now beloags 1o the entire nation.

Editor



Left. UNTD President Jack Kilgour and Dinner Charman Cdr, Bob Willson RCN Ret'd. with guest speaker Dr. Paul Couture
Spectal Projects Manager with Parks Canada, afier the Annual UNTD Reunion Dinner at the R.C.M.1. November 17, 2001

Right, Hertage Minsster, the Honowrable Sheila Copps announced at a press conference on the mess deck of HMOS Star that the
Federal government would comumit $5.000,000.00 1o move und refit HMOS Hailda James DeWoll, son of Adm. H. DeWoll s seated

on the ngey

"
Above. Pier Eigit's Centennial Dock overiooking the vista of Hamilton Harbour wall be the site of Parks Canada’s new Marine
s IMerpretstion Centre, MV Windoc, the ship that collided with s bridge over the Welland Canal hies longside without o Tunnel
Below, The extensive sea wall in front of HMCS Star, as seen from Pier B, will be the future home of HMCS Haida
i
' A v Kobert Willlamaw
‘
\ -




ANNIVERSARY REUN;,
UNTD 1943 - 2003 &

Plans are underway to hold a 60" Anniversary Reunion in Halifax, June 26 - 29, 2003
Rased on availabdity of accommodations at King's Collige

Tentative Program
Tharsday, Juse 26 Regisranion, Meet & Greer in Wardroow of King s College
Friday, June 27 Towr HMCS Dockyard with lumch aboard thip
Dinmer and Tattoo Performance at the Comvention Cenfre.
Saturday, June 28 Daytime activity optiomal — Harbowr Tour or Bluenose Sail
Evening activity Dine the Ladies formally in HMCS Stadacona Wardroom
Sunday, June 29 Church Service at King s College Chapel / Up spirits & Launch in the old Wardrnom.

Extended Program
Sunday, June 29  Pub Supper

Monday, June M Scenic fowr of St Margaret s Bay & Mahone Bay, Lunch at Captain’y Table Restuwrant in Chexter
Tuesday, July 1| Canada Day celehrations and Parade In Halilfax

Wednesduy, July 2 Farewel! Hreakfast

Accommodations Jwae 26-29, King s College-$30 single / $45 double. June 26-July 2. Dalhousie-545. / 365 with Cont. 8r

oOt"

UNTD SOCIAL EVENTS FOR THE YEAR 2002
MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR

SPRING WEEPERS

SUNDAY JUNE 3™, 1400 HOURS
HMCS STAR
HAMILTON HARBOUR CRUISE AND BBQ
Visit the future home of MMCS Hailda and the Marine Interpretive Centre
Contact Person Gil Hutton (905) 523-9151

NUAL GeneRaL MEETING

Wednesday, September 25, 2002 - Staff College Dining Room
Bar opens 1730, 1800 hours for Dinner, 1900 for AGM
Cost Estimated @ $12.00 per person. Dress Jacket and Tie. Wives & Friends Welcome
Contact Tom Ferens for informabion, (416) 299-7285 or <evetomferai@rogers com>

ANNUAL Reuston eSS DINNER

NAVAL MESS DINNER FORMAT

Wardroom HMCS YORK Saturday, November 16, 2002
Reception on the Quarterdeck 1830 / Roast Beef Dinner with Yorkshire Pudding 1930
Dinner Wines & Port, Tariff STBA.
Guest Speaker TBA
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WARRIOR DAYS
THE REST OF THE STORY

The Warrior Days picture on the cover of the
September 2001 issue of the Newsletter brought back
distant memories of how the UNTD operated at the
end of the war, After arriving in Halifax in carly May
1946, | was one of those UNTDs drafted to Warrior.
| can assure vou that there was very little training
during our few weeks aboard and alongside.

For those of us who signed up for the whole summer,
after our Warrior “sea time”, we were transferred to
Stadacona barracks. At “hands fall in™ cach morning
we were parcelied out to various heads of minar
departments to perform manual labour. After a few
weeks of this routine, it became obvious that there
was no organized training program for UNTDs. A
foew of us requested 10 sec the head of UNTD
training, our dear friend, Herbie Littke, After
explaining that most of us could go back home for
the rest of the summer and get less demeaning and
better paying jobs than the mavy offered, he told us
that he would see what he could do.

Shortly after that interview, quite a fow of us were
drafted 10 seagoing billets where there was an attempt
made to teach us very basic seamanship, | was
drafied to New Liskeard, an Algerine minesweeper.
We were in the middle of a cruise sround Nova
Scotia when the ship went aground in the Straits of
Canso (pre causeway days) just after the middle
watch had ended. It was very foggy and pitch-dark,
The next morming we must have been quite a sight %o
behold for the local folks who gathered on the beach,
not to mention all the fishing boats that had been
attracted to this circus. Tugs arrived by noon. A
combination of high tide, two tugs, ship's engines
and most of the crew jumping up and down on the

re-floated our ship and she was towed
back to Halifax stern first. “Junior” McDonald was
XO of New Liskeard. He later tumed up as CO of
HMCS La Hulloise, a ship that made a number of
UNTD European cruises in the carly 1950s.

Back in Halifax, a number of us were drafied to two
ex-CUNAV wvessels that had been commissioned into
the RON as HMCS Laymore, o tanker, and HMCS
Clifton, a seagoing tug. It is likely the ships were
commissioned to avoid labour union invoiment in the
transfer of the ships to the West Coast. They were de-
commissioned shortly after wrriving in Esquimalt.

In any case | ended up on Clifton and Moe
Charendoff (in the Warrior picture) and another
York cadet named Perlstein ended up on Laymore.
We left Halifax around the middle of July and arrived
in Esquimalt ot the end of August after a marvellous

but very wet passage. Stops were made at the
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following ports: Charleston, S.C; Panama City,
Florida; Panama; Manzanillo; Acapulco; and Long
Beach, CA.

The passage was very uncomfortable and most of the
time was spent in bathing suits as the small ships did
a lot of “underwater cruising” in crashing through the
waves, especially in the Caribbean. As a matter of
fact, we were awarded s special allowance, called
“hard layers™ of 50 cents a day for the whole cruise,
This was in addition o our fabulous Ordinary
Seaman UNTD salary of $60.00 a month. 1 seem 1o
remember that we also received a foreign allowance
but I can't recall what that was.

Thanks for the picture of UNTD Warrior Days and
Moe Charendoff. It brought back all these memories
of the “Summer of ‘46", Maybe there are others who
will read this and recall some¢ names and stories,
Editor's note: It wowid be nice if someone had
plctures of the UNTD Laymore &Clifton crulse.

Mike Thompson, |74 Spinnaker Dr. Hfx, BIN 3C2

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
October 22, 2001,
Toromo, ON.
Dear Editor,

I am again so moved by your excellemt newsletter of
September 2001, that | write to expand on some
incidenty that | still remember with hwmowr. The
picture of the fowr UNTD cadets on Warrier
registerad with me in two wavs. All their faces were
familiar from the University of Toronto and HMCS
York. | had 1o smile at the fact that Warrior never
left the jety. Owr class from York at “Stad"” in 49
was scheduled for two weeks aboard the “Magyie™
Just before she ran aground on the South Shore.

It was decided 1o bring Iroguols back into
commission. She had been laid up in Bedford Basin
and was in terrible shape. With us aboard. she was
towed from ety to jetty in order 1o prepare her for
sea 1 believe owr Captain was Pullen and | still
remember the theill of our departwre from Halifax ax
the capiain revved up 10 30 knotx and yurged down
the harbour.

We anchored In Peggy's Cove to paint ship, mixing
gallons of paint in huge garbage pails. | recall
hanging over the yide on paint stages was a good
way of bonding with yowr ship. We steamed through
the Cape Broton gut (no causeway then) (o
Chariottetown for two days leave. | remember losing
my cap overboard while helping some of the bovs
back aboard affer a rowdy time avhore. We mext
anchored off the Cabot Trail. While hiking ashore, a
car approached ws and the driver asked if we were



UNTDs | was surpeised that amyvone wowld know the
tarm UNTD wnnil he inroduced hisuelf” ar Sidrmey
Swith. the president of the University of Toromto and
a mative of Cope Breton

We returmed to NHalifax along the South Shore. |
remember one beawtifwl clear evening with porpoises
shkimmime alongyide and the sum yetting on a calm
rei. These things are sl yo very clear in my mind
although | have difficuity remembering events of last
month, When we docked In Haollfax it war a bad
show. The pilot browght uy in a good 40 feet out from
the jetry, requiring a long throw on the heaving line
fo reach the skore. It was a hoot! The limes kept
falling short and the captain wax going apopiectic on
the bridge Moxt of ws were Rilling owrselves
lawghing. expecially when one of owr numbers made
d wiamt rumsing heave, siipped on the deck, wert fla
an his backside while the line made a beawiiful ar
throwgh the air and disappeared. He hod forgotten 1o
make faxt the lose end

(e (her humorons incident involved the lack of
wlenydl for owr mess. Everyond was scrounging for i
kntife. fork or spoon. This was because one the cadets
assigned 1o washing up the dirty dishey i the mess,
dwmped the dirty water over the aide without
checking first for any tin ware in the bottom of the
bucker. These are peobably familiar incidents that we
all shared ax part of our UNTD experience

{limaw Mackemu,
146 The Kingsway, MXX 2V3

Califormia, UUS A
Seprember 24, 2001
Dyar Commander Boh
45 a rexidew of California, my only comtact wirh the
UNTD and the NOAC s theough the LUNTD
Newtletrer ond STARSHELL. | am conmcerned ax o
what might happen o the UNTD Newsletier of the
LINTD merged with the NOAC

I ook forward to the pictures and articles in the
UNTD Newsletrer, wiich relae more directly 1o nn
naval experience than those comtained in Starshell
For example, vour latest xne bas @ cover phaoto with
Dvred Bate who tausht me high sehood phvyics and
Hal Davies as winner of the Marbichead Race. who
was my Cadet Coptain af Stad in 1955, Previous
ieswey have also brought back memories of poogne
and places that | axperienced forty wars ago. |
Lreatly fear that s apecial sowrce of informalion
refevant 1o the UNTD experiemce of others and
mveelf misht divappear (f there was a merger with the
NOAC

' (('il r‘{l < .M‘l heon
ChietSpider aarachnae. com =

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Our UNTD subject for “Where Are They Now™
comes from & story in the Calgary Herald, September
2. 2001, Paul Yocom (UNTD York 1962) was
pictured as an inductee into the Guard of the Museum
of the Regiments in Calgary. Paul is 3 past Board
Member of NOAC (Calgary Branch) and in
conjunction with his busmess, Yocom & Associales
Lid,, helped to mise six million dolars for three
military musoums -~ the National War Museum in
Ottawa, the Museum of the Regiments and the Naval
Museum of Alberta in Calgary, For his support of our
military heritage he was made an  Honorary
Commander of the Honourable Guard of the Museum
of the Regiments, one of the finest military museums
in Canada

Paul was educated in Toromto and recewved an
Honowrs Bachelor of Asts degree in Political Science
& Foonomics from the University of Toronto. He
served in the Naval Reserve st HMCS York 1962
70 and then transferred to the RON 1971 - 77, A
highlight of his RCN career was his frequent contact
with HRH Prince Charles who was also serving a
part of the Standing Naval Force, Atlantic. ARer
leaving the RON, Yocom warked in public refations
until starting his own placement business in 1981, He
can be reached at yocom@diname com or tel. (403)
200-T161

Jodm Fyvell e Suwm Balien  sewy e Tlomorany

Commader Vel Yooom and Geovgy Milse ar @ orsd v

divowr Kor Sy Mutrney of M Negissenin, Calpary, (iber
Conasesy Mathiesom |FHewint Mhotogrsphen Lid

The UNTD Association of Upper Canada
publishes this newshetter twice a yeur. Send letters,
ancedotes, or suggestions 1o Newsbetter Editor:
CDR Robert Wiliamson, | Clonmore Ave,
Hamilton, Ontario, L9A 4R2; OR e-mail

Cdrhobaworldchat.com

VISIT THE UNTD WER SITE

httpwww untd.org’




